
GROWING APART 
 
How many followers have watched this year’s brood in the Big 
Bear nest of Bald Eagles Shadow and Jackie?

1
 The Camera 1 

YouTube site has 819,000 subscribers, and today, with the nest 
empty long after the breeding season, there were still 3,573 
people actively watching live. It’s estimated that 2.5 million 
people viewed all or part of the hatching and fledgling 
experiences of this year’s chicks, Sandy and Luna. They were 
cute and cuddly in the beginning, but over time they became 
more and more adversarial, fighting for each small fish their 
parents brought to the nest. Ultimately, they flew off in different 
directions to their individual destinies. 
 
That’s the pattern we see throughout the world of living things: 
Growing up means growing apart. There’s no human bond 
closer than the love between a mother and her new-born baby 
girl. But their journey from then on is all about gradual 
separation. The cutting of the umbilical cord is only the 
beginning; it’s followed by the end of breast-feeding, the child’s 
ability to hold her own bottle, crawling, walking, her first day at 
school, developing peer friendships, off to college, dating, 
marriage, zoom! she’s gone. The whole mother/daughter 
experience is about growing apart. 
 
The seed from a tree falls to the ground and sprouts. The tiny 
plant grows taller and thicker. Then, wait --- it splits off into a 
branch, then other branches. As it grows bigger, it divides into 
more and more branches; then leaves; then flowers; then fruit. 
From the moment it shows individual plant-life, this living thing 
is growing apart in many directions. That’s how it matures and 
bears fruit. 
 
Within your body there are many types of cells: muscle cells, 
red and white blood cells, nerve cells, digestive cells, brain 
cells, heart cells. They’re all different, but they developed from 
original stem cells which were able to differentiate into all these 
forms. From the moment your parents’ egg and sperm came 
together into one cell, this microscopic version of you was 
struggling within itself to divide and subdivide into all the 
specialized shapes, sizes and functions your body would need 
to function in this world. It did this by growing apart in various 
directions. 
 
 
(continued on next page) 
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MESSENGER 
******************* 

COME WORSHIP WITH US 

Sundays at 1 PM 

942 Altadena Dr. 

Altadena, CA 91001 

************************** 

INFO 

Sermons are always available...catch up 
on the ones you haven't heard! 

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast 

On our website: 

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/ 

 

Also, check us out online: 

Facebook (private group): 
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap  

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org  

 

Contact Information: 

Due to the fires, our mail has been 
forwarded. Please send mail to PO 
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109. 
You may still call the church phone at 
626-797-8970;  

 

general office communication: 
altabap@aol.com  

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor 
altabapconnie@aol.com  

George Van Alstine, associate pastor 
gvachurch@aol.com 

 

 



(Continued from other side) 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised to find out that this 
is also true of the Body of Christ, the 
Church. The Apostle Paul wrote:     
   
Just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit.

 
Indeed, the body does not 

consist of one member but of many. 
 
If the foot 

would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 

 
And if the ear 

would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 

 
If the whole body 

were an eye, where would the hearing be? If 
the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be?

 
But as it is, God arranged 

the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. 

 
If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? 
 
. . .God has so 

arranged the body, giving the greater honor to 
the inferior member, that there may be no 
dissension within the body, but the members 
may have the same care for one another. 

 
If 

one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together 
with it.

 
Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 
12:12-19, 24-27) 

At ABC, we’re growing together by recognizing 
and honoring the ways in which we’re 
growing apart. 
 

Pastor George Van Alstine 
  
1 

Sadly, it was reported that Jackie died on Monday, after struggling with 

an unknown disease. She was about 14 years old and was responsible for 
raising seven hatchlings to full maturity during her breeding years. 
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