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COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sundays at 1 PM
942 Altadena Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
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INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
gvachurch@aol.com

July 22, 2026

MESSENGER

SHE DID PARIS!

| watched a short video online in which a modern young woman is
interviewed on a beach in Thailand: https://www.youtube.com/
shorts/U7GsnKalVbo. She informs the questioner about her
unusual lifestyle

“I travel full time; have for a year and a half. | did Europe, | did
Paris, London, all over Italy, Amsterdam, Portugal, some of Spain.
I’'ve done all over Southeast Asia, Morocco, lots of places.”

How does she support this lifestyle? She describes her career as,
“'m a social media manager, behind the scenes.” Whatever that
means.

| was particularly impressed with how she described her
experiences in the many places she had visited with the phrase “I
DID (fill in the blank).” How do you DO a place? How do you know
when it's DONE? Maybe it's unfair, but my gut reaction was that
she was sliding over the surface of the world, lubricated by money
and privilege. She never really DID any of the places she visited.
She DID Paris? Does that mean she saw the Eiffel Tower, toured
Notre Dame Cathedral and had lunch at a trendy café?

My mind flipped across the Atlantic and considered all the soccer
fans who recently traveled to the USA for the FIFA World Cup
games. Are they back home impressing their friends with stories
about how they DID America?

| know what it is to DO America: I've lived on both coasts, close to
New York, Boston and Los Angeles. That’s DOing the country,
isn’t it? Also, I've traveled across the highways and taken in some
of its wonders. I've driven the length of Route 66, followed the
Interstate Highways, the Trans Canada and Alaskan Highways.
I've visited Niagara Falls, Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Bryce
Canyon and Zion National Parks, Mount Rushmore, Sequoia,
Lassen, Death Valley, Lake Tahoe, Joshua Tree and Yosemite.

Ah, but can | say | DID any of them? Speaking of Yosemite, I've
been looking at the Facebook posts by Mike and Cat O’Neal
Pettersen, Sherry Ryan and Steve Unruh, and | feel like a
Yosemite-piker. They’ve explored wonderful areas of that
wilderness that | didn’t know existed. In comparison, | haven’t
scratched Yosemite’s surface.

(continued on next page)
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(Continued from other side)

A lot of people DID church this weekend, but if
you asked them about it, they’d probably
mention a few friends they saw, or how the
worship team messed up a song, or the edgy
joke the pastor told, or how that little old lady
fell asleep again. They wouldn’t have much to
say about an awesome moment when they
had a radical, life-changing insight about how
God'’s love reaches into the deepest darkest
part of who they are.

So, I’'m wondering if, at my memorial service,
anyone will be able to say honestly: “George
DID life”’? Or will they see me as sliding over
the surface, trying to persuade myself that
activity (DOing) is living? Of course, it will be
pointed out that | DID Christianity all my life,
but have I fully embraced what that means ---
in depth?

| guess you don’t completely DO Christianity
until the moment you leave this life trusting
God as your only hope!

"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love
him.”
(1 Corinthians 2:9)

Pastor George Van Alstine




