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COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sundays at 1 PM
942 Altadena Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
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INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
gvachurch@aol.com
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MESSENGER

ABC’s BIG BANG CONNECTION

If you’ve watched TV’s Big Bang Theory, you've probably noticed that
Pasadena is where it all happens: the nerd stars, Sheldon, Leonard,
Howard and Raj are all connected with Cal Tech (Cahfornla Institute
of Technology)" and JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory),? Penny works
at the Cheesecake Factory on Colorado Blvd, numerous recognizable
streets and buildings are seen throughout the program’s 279
episodes.

During my years as a Pastor at ABC, a number of active members
have been students at Cal Tech or employed by that university, by
JPL or NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration), as
scientists, technicians, researchers or support staff. | don’t think we
realize how deeply our church has been affected by the space
science industry.®

In this article I'm going to expose you to one aspect of this through
the shared experiences of ABCer Virginia Hoge. She has been part
of our fellowship since the early 2000s. If you don’t know her, it's
probably because most of her recent work schedule has been on
weekends, which has usually kept her from Sunday worship services.
But she has remained faithful to the Church through the years.

Virginia is a fourth-generation Pasadenan, and she’s here because of
space science. In 1904 astronomer Dr. George Ellery Hale of Chicago
came up with the idea that the clear Southern Callfornla skies would
be a better place from which to view the heavens.* He made the bold
move that led to the establishment of the 60-inch-lens telescope on
Mount Wilson, north of AItadena At that time, it was the largest
standing telescope in the world. °

In 1910, while making one of his trips on the Southern Pacific
Railroad, he met the train’s engineer, who was also a self-taught
amateur astronomer. Hale hired him, and he served as his assistant
for the next twenty-three years. His name was Wendell P. Hoge, and
he was Virginia’s great grandfather. He moved to Pasadena and built
a family home on Orange Grove Boulevard, as well as a personal
cabin near the observatory. He did hours of direct solar observation,
gave lectures and led tours. At its 1917 opening, he operated the new
100-inch-lens telescope, which was the largest in the world from that
time. The list of international dignitaries who attended the event is in
his handwriting. From 1917 to 1949, this was the largest telescope
in the world.
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Wendell’s son, Edison R. Hoge attended
Throop Academy, which later became Cal
Tech, and he followed in his father’s footsteps.
As a solar astronomer, he worked three
telescopes at the site, but he was also the
Photographic Director involved in documenting
all research and new discoveries. He designed
and developed the Mount Wilson Astronomical
Observatory Museum and gave design
support to both the Griffith Observatory in LA
and the Palomar Observatory near San Diego.
He partnered with Hollywood great and Cal
Tech classmate Frank Capra to produce films
that promoted awareness of the expanding
knowledge of the universe.’

Virginia’s father Wilbur was Edison’s only son,
but he didn’t follow the astronomy path. She
spent her early years in the family’s
generational home, and she attended local
public schools, graduating from Pasadena
High School in 1976. She loved art and
followed a journey in her late twenties that led
her to Brooklyn, NY, where she pursued
various career options. While she was there,
she met the man who became her husband
and they had two children together. Ultimately,
the family made their way back to Pasadena,
where Virginia has lived ever since.

Between Wendell and Edison, the Hoge family
has had an important role in the modern
development of astronomy, understanding of
the universe and the emergence of space
travel for more than six decades. Virginia is
keeping that alive by documenting the history
of astronomy at Mount Wilson, focusing on
George Ellery Hale and other people who
made it all happen”’ She would be willing to
talk with anyone interested in exploring this
further.

If we fully appreciated our local astronomical
heritage, we would read the words of Psalm 8
with even greater wonder:

When | consider Your heavens, the work of
Your fingers,

The moon and the stars, which You have
ordained,
What is man that You are mindful of him,
And the son of man that You visit him?
O Lord, our Lord,
How excellent is Your name in all the earth!

Pastor George Van Alstine
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Founded as Throop Vocational Prep Academy in 1891 and taking
on its current name and mission in 1934.

Founded by Cal Tech in 1936 and coming under the jurisdiction
of NASA in 1958.

| won't try to name them all because I'd surely leave some out.
However, ABCers should be aware that Loren Robert’s “Hearken
Creative” organization did the art and graphic design work for
Pasadena’s Planetary Society magazine from 2011 through 2022.

A PUSD school on Paloma Street, Norma Coombs Elementary
School, had previously (until 1996) been named after him.

Viewing through the original 60-inch telescope began in1908.

“Historical Highlights from Mount Wilson’s First 100 Years” article
can be viewed here: https://www.mtwilson.edu/timeline/
#:~:text=Historical%20Highlights%20from%20Mount%
20Wilson%200bservatory%E2%80%99s%20First%20100%
20Years
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Virginia has written an excellent article focusing on Edison’s
contribution, which she is hoping to publish soon. It’s full of
interesting photographs and well-researched information.
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