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COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sundays at 1 PM
942 Altadena Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
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INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
gvachurch@aol.com

July 1, 2026

MESSENGER

WHY FIREWORKS?

Ho hum. Another boring, predictable day. We wish something
different would happen; something surprising; something even
a little scary. That’s why we have fireworks!

One night when | was about fifteen years old, four of us were
looking for a little adventure. One of my friends was
experimenting with chemicals he had been reading about in
science books, and he brought out a little gadget he was
working on. It was a short piece of pipe, capped at both ends,
with gunpowder inside. He had drilled a small hole and stuck a
blade of dry grass through it. He lit the grass “wick” with a
match, and we all ran. Fortunately, the match burned out before
it reached the hole. Two of us kept running. We didn’t learn until
the next morning that the other two had tried it again, and the
pipe-bomb had exploded; one of them later became a college
chemistry professor; the other lived the rest of his life with half a
chin, the left side having been blown off in the accident.

Fireworks were developed more than a thousand years ago in
China by some people trying to create a little excitement for the
Emperor to enjoy. They experimented with various chemicals
and techniques to try to maximize the thrill, while minimizing the
danger. By the time Europeans became fascinated with this
Oriental way of celebrating, it had been developed into a fine art
that could be enjoyed quite safely. It rapidly became an
essential part of royal appearances, urban concerts and rural
festivals. Right from its beginning, America used fireworks as
an expression of National patriotism. My teenaged friends were,
actually, trying to recreate a very old invention.

There have been lots of fireworks in the way people have
experienced the spiritual side of their human journey. From
newly-created Adam in Genesis 1 to 90+-year-old Apostle John
in Revelation 22, Bible figures had encounters with God that
were marked by explosions and flashes of light. Not all the time
--- most of their lives were hum-drum and monotonous, like
ours. But there were these memorable high points that defined
their relationship with God. We crave for these as well; that’s
why we value certain memorable events. We also value certain
notable moments in our faith journey: the time we first
consciously said Yes to God, our baptism, particular Aha-
moments of prayer, insight or understanding.
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(Continued from other side)

For some believers, experiencing a
charismatic gift of the Holy Spirit may
represent a high point that can lift their spirits
during the darker days when things seem
purposeless and bleak. Unfortunately, it's
possible to become addicted to the
exhilaration of spiritual fireworks, so the
average, quiet living of a Christian life no
longer brings enough satisfaction. Some
manipulative Christian leaders have learned
how to use unrealistic promises of a life of
continuous fireworks as a way of cotrolling
their followers.

My fifteen-year-old self was only beginning to
be aware of another kind of fireworks danger -
-- spelled G-I-R-L-S. “Falling in love” is
definitely a light-show that will get our
attention. Thank God for those inexplainable
magic moments! Hopefully, you married your
partner because you both experienced some
sort of fireworks. But they’re not continuously
on display, are they? Maybe they're not as
frequent or spectacular as in the past. That's
okay; you’ve got to work, and eat, and sleep,
and take care of other responsibilities.
Hopefully, neither one of you is expecting the
other to put on a continuous display of
awesomeness. (By the way, there may be
some nice-looking young woman nearby who
seem to be hinting that she has a pipe-bomb
she’d like to try out with you? Boom!)

Today we have more fantastic July 4th
displays than ever, thanks to Drones and
Artificial Intelligence. Except, they’re not
fireworks. There’s no fire. There’s no danger,
so there’s no exhilaration from the imagined
“close escape.”

No thanks!

Pastor George Van Alstine




