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COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sundays at 1 PM
942 Altadena Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
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INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
gvachurch@aol.com

June 10, 2026

MESSENGER

THE STUD PASTORS CARTOON

On Wednesday morning, June 10, the Southern Baptist
Convention, the largest Protestant denomination in the United
States, passed a constitutional amendment that will officially bar
women from preaching to a worshiping church congregation.’
During the past twenty years, the Convention has experienced
a continual decline in membership, from 16.3 million in 2006 to
12.33 million in 2026. This follows the “Conservative
Resurgence,” which resulted in a marked a major turn to the
right by the entire denomination.? My prediction is that the new
decision is the beginning of the end of that Baptist group’s
influence in America’s spiritual future.

By contrast, this past Sunday in our little corner of the Baptist
world, Pastor Connie DeVaughn stood up and delivered an
inspiring sermon as Altadena Baptist Church’s Lead Pastor. It
didn’t seem strange or awkward; it was just the accepted reality
of the Lord’s calling for Spirit-inspired leadership. And Oh, by
the way, she’s a woman.

As | listened to her, | felt so thankful that we made the decision
to affirm the full equality of women and men in the Church’s
leadership forty years ago. Today, as | was viewing online the
Southern Baptist Convention’s leaders mansplaining this issue,
it seemed, by contrast, more like | was watching a cartoon
about pre-historic cavemen.

The issue is usually framed as women having to prove that
they’re qualified for church leadership. Well, what about men?
Have they proved themselves to be trustworthy in leadership? |
watched a recent interview of one of the most outspoken
leaders among macho megachurch pastors, Joby Martin, Lead
Pastor of Eleven22 Church in Jacksonville, FL.°> The video
shows him to be a chiseled dude with a long white beard, a
baseball cap and multiple tattoos on his arms. He reflects on
the network of Pastors he interacts with, concluding with, “All
these guys are studs, man!”’ He actually names five other
megachurch pastors, identifying each one specifically as a stud.
These male leaders have one thing in common: each has a
reputation for cultivating a “bro culture” that keeps women in
their place.” Just to be clear, actual studs are farm animals that
are kept only for breeding purposes; they have no other value.
So, | don’t think this is a compliment to Joby Martin’s male
Pastor friends! Or to the churches that support their leadership.
Christian ministry is not about hormones.
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(Continued from other side)

There were a couple of guys who stood out as
studs among Jesus’ disciples and thought they
were for-sure leadership material --- the rough
and tumbl e fishermen brothers:

James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came forward to him and said
to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for
us whatever we ask of you.” And he
said to them, “What is it you want me to
do for you?” And they said to him,
“Appoint us to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your
glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that | drink or be
baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with?” They replied, “We are
able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The
cup that I drink you will drink, and with
the baptism with which | am baptized
you will be baptized, but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to
appoint, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared.”

When the other disciples heard this,
they began to be angry with James and
John. So Jesus called them and said to
them, “You know that among the
gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it
is not so among you, instead, whoever
wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve and to
give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark
10:35-45)

| have a memory from when | was a volunteer
high school group advisor at Altadena Baptist
Church in 1960. We took the kids on some
kind of outing in Hollywood, and we ended up
walking down Sunset Boulevard. A sharp,
athletic young man from the youth group was

walking next to me. As we were talking, we
noticed two young men ahead of us who were
holding hands. My young friend tensed up and
growled to me through clenched teeth, “I feel
like going up there and beating the crap out of
them!” I'm sure he meant this as a show of
strength, but to me it was a pathetic
expression of weakness. | felt it was a cry of
anxiety from his self-doubt about his own
masculinity. Ever since then, I've seen overt
displays of machismo, not as displays of
strength, but as admissions of weakness. If a
man keeps reminding you that he’s a man, it’s
because he has to keep reminding himself.

That's what the male leaders of the Southern
Baptist Convention seem to be doing in
Orlando FL this week.

Pastor George Van Alstine

! Proposed by Seminary President Dr. Albert Mohler, the “Truth and Unity
Amendment” requires this of a church to be in “friendly communion” with
the SBC: "Does not act to affirm, appoint, or endorse a woman serving in
the office or function of a pastor/elder/overseer, such as preaching to the
assembled congregation." Speaking for ABC, we’re thankful not to be in
“friendly communion” with you guys.

This movement has been labeled by its opponents as the
“Fundamentalist Takeover.” Ironically, the two key leaders who started the
movement in 1978 were Paul Pressler (who later was accused by several
young men of sexual abuse) and Paige Patterson (a key figure in the cover
-up of sexual abuse in the Convention).

Interview by podcaster Ruslan KD at httQS//
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vN PhSQOXE4M.These remarks can be found at 6:55

through 7:15. The megachurch pastors he names as fellow-studs are
Josh Howarton, Philip Anthony Mitchell, Matt Chandler, Ed Newton and
J.P. Pokluda.
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