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COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sundays at 1 PM
942 Altadena Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
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INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
gvachurch@aol.com

May 27, 2026

MESSENGER

TUG-OF-WAR / TUG-OF-PEACE

I’'m an East Coast transplant in the West Coast. I've pretty
much made the transition, but | remember that some of the
adjustments were hard. Like climate, for instance. | left on a
cold and windy New Jersey October day, and | arrived on a 100
-degree Pasadena October day. It was shocking! 100 degrees
back home would have been unbearable because of the
humidity, but here, though it might be hot in the sun, it was quite
comfortable in the shade. Southern California magic.

There’s been quite a lot of discussion about the East Coast/
West Coast contrast in America. Some of the differences that
have been noted and/or debated are:

WEST COAST EAST COAST

Milder weather, milder people
Laid back, calm

Indirect, behind your back
Nice, but not kind

Say Yes, but don't help

Harsher weather, harsher people
Fast-Paced, super intense
Direct, in your face

Kind, but not nice

Say No, and help

This is also epitomized in the music world by the drama
between West Coast and East Coast hip-hop culture,
personified by rappers Tupac Shakur and Notorious B.I.G.,
none of which | understand.

Does there have to be a tug-of-war? Can’t we all pull together,
rather than apart, to be one America? To be one world?

The World in which Jesus began his ministry was pulled in
even more directions than American society is. Consider this
event soon after his death and resurrection:

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like
the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”

Continued next page)



May 27, 2026

(Continued from other side)

Now there were devout Jews from every
people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of

each. Amazed and astonished, they asked,
“Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of
us, in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God'’s deeds of
power.” All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” But others sneered and said, “They
are filled with new wine.” (Acts 2:1-12)

Spiritual seekers from all over the world came
to Jerusalem for the holiday celebration known
as Pentecost in Christianity and as Shavuot in
Judaism. | count nineteen different nations or
regions named in this passage.

Israel’s location made it a crucial geographical
meeting point. It served as a natural land
bridge connecting three major cradles of
civilization: Asia (Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, Mesopotamians), Europe
(Cappadocia, Pontus, Phrygia, Pamphylia,
Rome), and Africa (Egypt, Lybia, Cyrenians,
Cretans). Where were the Americas? Not
even in their imaginations.

The Good News about Jesus was proclaimed
to that mixed-up pile of humanity on that day,
and they all heard and understood it in their
‘own native languages.” That means they all
heard the same thing, in spite of the nuances
of their local culture and heritage. He turned
what could have been a tug-of-war into a
tug-of-peace.

This is God’s formula for all the conflicts in the

world --- and for all the conflicts in your life.
His goal is always to turn a potential tug-of-
war into a tug-of-peace.

Pastor George Van Alstine

! Notice that this speaking “in other languages” is not the same as
speaking “in an unknown language,” described in 1 Corinthians 14:1-19,
26-33. The modern charismatic worship practice of speaking in tongues
sometimes confuses the two.



