
“MARY, DID YOU KNOW?” 
 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a simple rural peasant girl, 
uneducated, with no hope of ever becoming anything but the 
subservient wife/child-bearer/housekeeper of a lower-class 
man. Yet she became a pivotal person in salvation history by 
being the channel God used to enter into the world in human 
flesh.
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In Luke’s Gospel, Mary’s surprising experience is described by 
three words which she would have no reason to use in her 
everyday life: 
 
Mary MAGNIFIED. This word begins her famous prayer of 
submission to God’s special calling, known as The Magnificat: 
“My soul magnifies the Lord!” (Luke 1:46). The Greek word 
translated magnifies is used elsewhere in the New Testament 
as an expression of praise (Acts 10:46, Acts 19:17, Philippians 
1:20) and may have been commonly used by devout Jews of 
her time. It seems presumptuous to think that our human praise 
can add anything to the greatness of God. At best, what we 
"add" through praise is only a microscopic bit compared to his 
true glory. However, it’s better than diminishing him, and, it can 
be argued, that’s what we do when we don’t praise him. Mary’s 
tiny life could have minimized God, but in her prayer she was 
choosing to maximize him, to the best of her limited ability. 
 
Mary TREASURED. When she was caring for her newborn 
Boy, shepherds came and told her about an angel choir that 
had announced some amazing things about him, and this 
caused quite a stir among the people in her neighborhood. 
Quite a lot of chatter was going around (Luke 2:15-20), but 
there’s no indication that Mary became involved in the gossip. 
Instead, we’re told that she “treasured all these words” (vs. 19). 
The Greek literally means to preserve something, and this 
same word is used twice in the Gospels in reference to 
developing wine by allowing it to age (Matthew 9:17, Luke 
5:38). So Mary listened to all the words she heard and carefully 
stored them in her memory because she had a sense that they 
would all ripen into greater meaning in the future. Maybe we 
should do less talking and more treasuring. 
 
                                                          .(continued on other side) 
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INFO 

Sermons are always available...catch up 
on the ones you haven't heard! 

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast 

On our website: 

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/ 

 

Also, check us out online: 

Facebook (private group): 
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap  

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org  

 

Contact Information: 

Due to the fires, our mail has been 
forwarded. Please send mail to PO 
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109. 
You may still call the church phone at 
626-797-8970;  

 

general office communication: 
altabap@aol.com  

prayer requests: 
altabapprayer@aol.com  

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor 
altabapconnie@aol.com  

George Van Alstine, associate pastor 
iampastorgeorge@gmail.com 

 

 



(Continued from other side) 
 
Mary PONDERED. In that same verse where 
we read that Mary “treasured all these words” 
we’re also told that she “pondered them in her 
heart” (Luke 2:19). The Greek word behind 
“ponder” literally means to throw together 
various things. In the context of this verse, 
Luke is telling us that Mary’s active mind kept 
taking all the things she had heard and 
“treasured” about her miracle Baby and 
"throwing" them together to try to sort out what 
it all meant. That’s “pondering”! Some people 
don’t ponder much; they just accept what they 
hear, even if it doesn’t add up. But true 
ponderers can’t help pondering, and it never 
stops. Mary thought about layers of meaning, 
deeper and deeper. Years later, during an 
incident where Jesus seemed to be putting her 
down, Mary looked past that to something only 
she saw in her Son, and she said “Do 
whatever he tells you” (John 2:1-11). This led 
to Jesus’ first public miracle. All because Mary 
had been pondering for years. 
 
A familiar Christmas song asks “Mary, Did You 
Know?”

2
 It lists a number of Jesus’ healings, 

as well as the fact that he is God’s Son and 
the world’s promised Savior, and asks “Mary, 
did you know about these?” The most 
provocative question is asked in this stanza:  

     Mary, did you know    
This Child that you’ve delivered, 

Will soon deliver you? 
 
I suppose an honest answer to each of the 
song’s questions would be “Yes, and 
No.” Yes, she knew there was something 
supernatural going on, but No, she had no 
idea how awesome and overwhelming it would 
turn out to be. I believe that till the day she 
died, she kept pondering. 
 
My goal this Christmas is to be more like Mary: 
MAGNIFYING, TREASURING, 
PONDERING!    
 

Pastor George Van Alstine 
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Isn’t it interesting that God chose to enter the world, not 

through FORCE (powerfully), but through FAMILY 
(gently)?                
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 Here is Pentatonix version of the song, with lyrics 

added https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=v003OzeBMWo&list=RDv003OzeBMWo&start_radio=
1 
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