q)

4

GJ

Quote of the Week

"When we take a step of faith, when
we must take a step of faith,
it is often uncomfortable."

Pastor Connie in this week's
sermon

INFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

prayer requests:
altabapprayer@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
iampastorgeorge@gmail.com

November 19, 2025

MESSENGER

FAITH-WALKING

Ever noticed how it’s easier to step out in faith when it's sunny
outside?

Last Sunday it was raining, and yet, we still stepped out in faith,
and we were rewarded in doing so.

When we began holding our Worship Services in our current
meeting location, we understood that there were a few Sundays
when the room was already scheduled for other events, so we’d
have to make other arrangements. November 16 was the first of
these Sundays. In our planning, we saw the opportunity to do
something creative and different.’

So we came up with the idea of starting with an informal,
shorter worship experience at the church office, in the one ABC
building spared by the fire. About thirty of us showed up for this
informal “family” fellowship time. We sang and shared for about
forty minutes, with no microphone set-ups, no livestreaming, no
music team, no musical instruments. Afterwards, we invited
those present to join one of four teams to actually put feet to our
faith.

Stepping out:

Surveying: A team went to a nearby shopping area to ask
community members to respond to a survey, asking people
what Altadena’s most pressing needs are that ABC might be
able to address. They had good conversations with three
people, until they were asked to leave by store personnel.

Prayer Walking: One prayer team rode by car, covered a
number of blocks and were able to talk to a nearby business
friend (Ms. Dragon Print Shop). Another team prayed at ABC’s
corner in all four directions, then walked around our block,
praying specifically for each of the houses and businesses that
were burned down.
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Visitation: A team of young adults visited at
the home of a new ABC family, who were very
happy to welcome them, asking for more visits
in the future. Then the group went to the home
of an older ABC member, who has not
stopped talking about how much she enjoyed
their visit.

Networking: This team headed west on
Calaveras Street, aiming to make contact with
people living in RVs and trailers next to their
destroyed homes. They struck out at several
locations, but they finally found someone
home. While talking to him, another person
came by, and they talked together for quite
some time, in the pouring rain. These two
were connected to another person who lost
her job temporarily because of the fire and has
struggled since to catch up. And this person
was connected to another burned Calaveras
property—a conversation that revealed the
need to keep plants watered and the desire for
drive-by checks of property for some other
neighbors have to live farther away. Here was
a neighborhood helping network that ABC can
become part of.

We have always considered ourselves a
community church. We have invited and
welcomed everyone who comes into our
midst. But circumstances have changed. Now
we have the opportunity to really support
Altadena, especially the burned-out zones. It
will require us to go to them. Perhaps these
Sundays that we can’t meet in normal worship
are an opportunity from God for us to do more
“faith-walking.” On December 7, we’'ll have
another opportunity to worship in action. Will

you think and pray about joining us?

“How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who
announces salvation!”

Isaiah 52:7

Pastor Connie DeVaughn

' The protocols we used during the COVID shutdown
came in handy. | pre-recorded a video sermon that was
livestreamed during our usual 1:00 pm time. It can be
viewed on YouTube .



