
ELECTION AND ELECTIONS 
 
We’ve just gone through an Election Day that involved choices 
with National implications. An article in the ABC Messenger is 
not the place for political commentary,

1
 but I’d like to share an 

interesting theological question that came to me as last week’s 
campaigning was reaching its highest point: 
What is the relationship between Election as a Christian 
teaching and election as an essential part of any 
democratic government? 
 
Let me clarify the issue. The Bible teaches that God is 
sovereign and, therefore, has control over everything in the 
universe he created. Some religious influencers throughout 
history have taught that this implies he has predetermined 
everything that happens, and this concept has become known 
as the doctrine of Election. Belief in God’s ultimate Election, or 
predestination of all things, can lead people to a kind of 
fatalism, the sense that they have no real choices, since God 
has already written the entire script. 
 
Yet, we just held an election, which implies that voters were 
actually choosing between potential leaders and policies. You 
filled out your ballots with the belief that you were making a 
difference, that you were helping to chart the course for how 
your city, state or nation should be governed. Does the 
Christian doctrine of Election negate that? Would a sincere and 
honest believer have the conviction that God has already 
decided the results of these elections and human voters are just 
puppets fulfilling his preordained will? 
 
That may seem silly to some of you who have been 
programmed to believe in our democratic form of government. 
However, God’s Election has been seen as the basis of ruling 
authority through much of Church history. Just think of the 
“Divine Right of Kings” teaching that had a deep influence on 
the history of European governments through the Middle Ages 
and on into modern times. The royal monarch at a particular 
time and place claimed to be God’s choice, and his subjects 
could do nothing to change that. He was God’s Elect. 
 
Against this background, who are we to stand against God in a 
democratic election process? He’s already decided what the 
outcomes will be; therefore, the election results are, by 
definition, his will.(continued on other side) 
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INFO 

Sermons are always available...catch up 
on the ones you haven't heard! 

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast 

On our website: 

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/ 

 

Also, check us out online: 

Facebook (private group): 
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap  

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org  

 

Contact Information: 

Due to the fires, our mail has been 
forwarded. Please send mail to PO 
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109. 
You may still call the church phone at 
626-797-8970;  

 

general office communication: 
altabap@aol.com  

prayer requests: 
altabapprayer@aol.com  

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor 
altabapconnie@aol.com  

George Van Alstine, associate pastor 
iampastorgeorge@gmail.com 
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(Continued from other side) 
 
The truth is, nobody ever lives as if everything 
is predetermined. We believe we are choosing 
whether we eat cereal or toast for breakfast, 
what time we should leave for work, how we 
react when someone says something that 
makes us angry. We feel responsible for our 
actions because we know we actually made 
decisions to act in one way or another. We live 
our lives with the understanding that in our 
every step and every action we are making 
free choices between a variety of possibilities. 
 
Is it logical to believe in Election and elections 
at the same time? That God is over all and in 
absolute control of the universe he created, 
and yet, some tiny human creatures who 
occupy a speck in his awesome universe can 
be free agents, capable of making meaningful 
decisions about how they will live together? 
 
I don’t have an answer to that, and I don’t 
believe any of the world’s greatest thinkers 
have either. Somehow the science-loving part 
of me senses that modern edgy thoughts 
about space/time relativity, quantum theory 
and curved universes are zeroing in on a 
better way of looking at all this. For now, I’m 
willing to affirm both Election and elections as 
aspects of Christian truth. 
 
In a sense, then, I’m embracing the old saying, 
sometimes attributed to St Augustine: 
“Pray as though everything depends on 

God; work as though everything depends 
on you.” 

 
There is a New Testament verse that clearly 

promotes both truths:   
Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more 
eager to confirm your call and election, for 

if you do this, you will never stumble.  
(2 Peter 3:10)          

The Apostle Peter affirms that there is an 
Election, a Calling, and that this extends to an 
individual person’s life on earth. On the other 
hand, he exhorts believers to “be eager to 
confirm” God’s Election by the way they live 

their lives, by the choices (elections) they 
make (see examples in context, verses 3-11). 
Somehow, our choices are incorporated into 
God's sovereignty. 
 
May all your elections mirror God’s Election! 
 
   Pastor George Van Alstine 
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Though I believe in American democracy as one of the best 
governing systems the world has seen, history shows that 
Christianity can thrive in any political climate. Whatever 
governing system it finds itself in, its role is to 
confront falsehood with truth, inequality with justice, evil with 
righteousness. 
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