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QUOTE FOR TODAY

"This is part of our journey; the
longer we live and the more we
think we know, the more
knowledge we accumulate, the
more we are aware of what we
DON'T know."

Pastor George in this week's
sermon

NFO

Sermons are always available...catch up
on the ones you haven't heard!

iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:

www.altadenabaptist.org/sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:

Facebook (private group):
www.facebook.com/groups/altabap

On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

Due to the fires, our mail has been
forwarded. Please send mail to PO
Box 91055, Pasadena, CA 91109.
You may still call the church phone at
626-797-8970;

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

prayer requests:
altabapprayer@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
altabapconnie@aol.com

George Van Alstine, associate pastor
iampastorgeorge@gmail.com
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MESSENGER

These Boots Were Made for Walking

What is God up to?

I've spent a lot of my life asking this question. It highlights for me
the mystery of a God whose “thoughts are not our thoughts, nor
are his ways our ways. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are God’s ways higher than our ways, and his thoughts
than our thoughts.” (Is. 55:8 - paraphrased). I've always had a
heaping dose of respect for the mystery of God, even when that
mystery frustrates me.

But | ask that question, “What is God up to?" for another more
practical purpose. My desire is to be following right behind him. If |
knew more specifically what God is up to, | figure | could dovetail
better with his plan.

Nowadays we are asking that question in the context of a burned-
out community, knowing that massive change has been thrust
upon us, able to see only the broad outlines of that change at the
moment.

So, we've been praying, at ABC. Together in a circle after a
morning service. In planning and department meetings.
Individually. Collectively. Specifically. "What is God up to with
Altadena? What is God up to at ABC?"

| think part of the answer to that question for me and for the
church, is that we are to have more boots on the ground.

We've always been a community church. But without the cocoon
of our own building, we can’t help but be thrust out into our
community, which needs us more than ever. This was obvious to
me immediately after the Eaton Fire. On Saturday, Jan. 11, the
deacons had been scheduled to have a mini retreat, the theme of
which was: “Getting Outside Our Walls.” By Jan. 8", however, we
no longer had walls, and the metaphor became reality.

We knew when we started our rental at the Christian Science
church up the street, that there would be four Sundays in the year
when we couldn’t meet there. The first one is in a couple of
weeks, on November 16. Is God getting us literally outside our
walls again?

What a wonderful opportunity!
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There’s no question that if we could meet at
our rental, we would have our usual full
worship service. But since we cannot, we've
planned an afternoon of community: We will
meet at 1:00 PM at the one remaining building
on our campus, 2306 EI Molino Ave., for
worship in song and prayer. Then we’ll go out
from there in four directions as an act of
worship:

1. Visitation: to ABCers who can’t physically
attend church.

2. Prayer Walk: pray over burned
neighborhoods.

3. Survey: Take our survey to neighbors to
get opinions on what the community of
Altadena needs (especially critical as we are
building a non-profit “something” on our north
end).

4. Invitation: drive around looking for RVs
parked on lots that have burned down, praying
for them if they want, listening to their
needs, and invite those living now in Altadena
as they rebuild, to ABC.

A church builds up its walls, and pretty soon
its members feel more comfortable indoors
than out. And yet, our community needs us to
meet them where they are. Altadena needs
us. What is God up to with Altadena Baptist
Church? I'm excited to find out. So let’s lace
up our boots and do some faith walking.

Pastor Connie Larson DeVaughn




