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QUOTE FOR TODAY

"God. Hears. Our. Prayers.
It's a big deal.."

Pastor Connie in this week's
sermon

INFO

Sermons are always available...catch
up on the ones you haven't heard!
iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast
On our website:
www.altadenabaptist.org/
sermonaudio/

Also, check us out online:
On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org

Contact Information:

general office communication:
altabap@aol.com

prayer requests:
altabapprayer@aol.com

Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor
George Van Alstine, associate pastor

ALTADENA BAPTIST CHURCH
791 E. Calaveras Street
Altadena, CA 91001-2447

(626) 797-8970

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 91055
Pasadena, CA 91109

October 15, 2025

MESSENGER

FROM WHOSE PERSPECTIVE?

My friends Bob and Ellen are taking the trip of a lifetime, spending
time in all the countries of the Mediterranean world, including every
European nation. They keep posting awesome images of famous
buildings, works of art and breath-taking scenery. Ellen appears in
virtually every picture, posing, smiling, pointing or sitting in unlikely
places. After a while, it occurred to me that Bob isn’t in any of the
images; it's almost as if he isn’t along on Ellen’s solo trip. The truth
is that Bob is the primary organizer of the couple’s daily activities.
He isn’t in the photos because he’s behind the camera. The person
taking the pictures is usually the one most into what’s happening.

Look at the picture of the life you'll be living today. What will you be
doing? With whom? What will be your conversations, your
thoughts? Is God anywhere in the picture? No? Maybe that’s

because he’s behind the camera. He’s the one giving actual meaning
to your life, though nothing seems to be about him.

When | was a young pastor, | had a memorable conversation with a smart-
alecky young man who believed he had all the answers. We were in a park,
and at one point, he waved his arm slowly across the horizon of beautiful
scenery all the way to the city skyline. As he was doing this, he said: “Look
there --- no God. There --- no God. There, there, there. | don’t see God
anywhere!” Every time his waving arm stopped and pointed, | saw evidence
of God presence. | saw God there and there and there --- everywhere he
pointed. It was a great moment of recognition for me. I'll never forget him or
the setting where this happened.

You may watch an awesome movie. The star actors are at their best. Some
of the scenes are so dramatic you replay them over and over again in your
mind. The movie receives awards and even becomes a classic. Then one
day you read what a particularly good movie critic writes about the film --- a
review that points out the key moment or idea in the film that makes it a
classic --- and for you a light goes on! The genius behind the film was not
any of the star actors, but the mind of its writer/director. He put the words
into the actors’ mouths; he devised the dramatic camera angles; he
maintained the flow of the drama to tell the more powerful story behind the
surface story. And he never appears in the movie.

The author of the Bible book of Hebrews presents a description of how we
can live by faith, even though we usually don’t see God in the picture:
Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith
we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God,
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
(Hebrews 11:1-3)
Then he goes through a long slide-show of examples of faith in the lives of
Old Testament heroes: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Gideon,
Samson, David, the prophets (verses 4 to 32).
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The kinds of movies that could have been
made about their exploits are described in
verses 33 to 38. But behind these dramatic
faith stories of heroism and martyrdom is a
deeper truth: God is the Writer/Director, and
he’s telling the real story, even though he
may not be in the picture. That’s what faith is
all about.

| want to try to live my live following God’s
script and direction. In order to do that, | need
to discipline myself to see things from his
perspective, as if he’s taking the video of my
life. Because, in truth, he is!

Pastor George Van Alstine




