
ANOTHER RUPTURED RAPTURE 
 
So, the Rapture didn’t happen on September 23. Many 
sincere Christians believed the signs were all there. They were 
so sure of this that they gave away their property, recorded sad 
messages for loved ones they feared would be left behind and 
wrote down instructions for the care and feeding of their favorite 
pets. When they were still here after midnight, many believers 
experienced a shock to their faith, while others simply 
recalculated and set another date. 
 
There’s a notion that true Christian belief should be neat, 
orderly and predictable. All questions should be answered by a 
proper understanding of the Bible. End-times prophecy is a 
good example. Millenialists believe the Bible predicts the return 
of Christ after a thousand-year period.

 
What is this thousand-

year period? It’s not surprising that there were many preachers 
in AD 999 who were sure the world would end at midnight on 
December 31 of that year. They were wrong. So were the date-
setters in AD 70, 365, 500, 800, 1033, 1600, 1793, 1843, 1914, 
1936 and, of course, AD 2000.
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Revelation 20 is the only place in the Bible where the Millenium 
is mentioned. The Book of Revelation is based on a vision the 
Apostle John had during his time in exile. Many interpreters see 
the details of his vision as clearly allegorical, designed to 
remind persecuted believers that God is still in charge and will, 
in the end, be absolutely victorious. However, there have 
always been some, in every generation of Church history, who 
insist that the graphic images in John’s vision must be seen as 
a literal prophecy of what will happen. Unfortunately, their 
interpretations of the details have been all over the place, 
changing shape and meaning to fit each historical context. 
 
So, in the modern Church, we have Postmillenialists (who 
believe Christ will return after the critical thousand-years) and 
Premillenialists (who believe he will return before the thousand-
years). And, to complicate things, some find prophetic evidence 
in the Bible that a seven-year Tribulation will occur before the 
Millenium.

2
  

 
 

(continued on other side) 

October 8, 2025 

MESSENGER 
 

 

QUOTE FOR TODAY 
"We speak a word when we have 

something to say, to communicate an 
idea that's in our mind. It follows that if 
we have no good idea in our mind, we 

shouldn't speak. Yet, too often we 
do. Words rashly spoken can lead to 
hurt, false information, confusion and 

chaos. We need to learn the art of 
shutting up." 

 
Pastor George in this week's sermon 
 
 

INFO 
 
 
Sermons are always available...catch 
up on the ones you haven't heard! 
iTunes: bit.ly/AltadenaBaptistPodcast 
On our website: 
www.altadenabaptist.org/
sermonaudio/ 
 
Also, check us out online: 
On the web: www.altadenabaptist.org  
 
Contact Information: 
 
general office communication: 
altabap@aol.com  
 
prayer requests: 
altabapprayer@aol.com  
 
Connie Larson DeVaughn, pastor 
 
George Van Alstine, associate pastor 
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(626) 797-8970 
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P.O. Box 91055 
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They disagree about whether Christ will come 
to rescue believers (“The Rapture”) before, 
after or in-the-middle-of the Tribulation, so 
Premillenialists are divided between these 
three camps. I was brought up in a church that 
emphasized prophecy, and I was taught to be 
a Pretribulation-premillenialist. Later I 
discovered that most Christians are 
Amillenialists, meaning they don’t believe in a 
literal thousand-year period. A seminary friend 
of mine announced that he had converted to 
being a "Panmillenialist" because he decided 
that it would all pan out in the end!  
 
Ironically, for every one of the Christians who 
has lived during the 2,000 years previous to 
us, whatever they believed about the end 
times, their actual END came by good old-
fashioned death! Whatever they believe 
about end-times prophecy, their Rapture came 
when they breathed their last breath! 
 
So I don’t want to spend any of the valuable 
time I have left on earth arguing about when 
the Rapture will come. I want to be always 
ready because my personal Rapture through 
death could come at any moment. 
 
I think people focus on things like Biblical 
signs that the Rapture is imminent because 
they crave some greater meaning in their daily 
lives. The hum drum, monotony of their basic 
existence doesn’t seem to provide enough 
drama. Maybe we need to meditate more on 
the quiet everydayness of our lives until the 
moment the Lord calls us home. That way, we 
won’t have to manufacture a Rapture. When 
he's ready, his Rapture will engulf us. 
 

Pastor George Van Alstine 
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It’s worth looking at this Wikipedia listing of all the dates 
when the End Times have been prophesied (155 different 
years are listed, some with multiple predictions):   https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events 

 

2 
This teaching comes from the visions of Daniel in the Old 

Testament. Some believe that Jesus’ warnings of a “Great 
Tribulation” to come refers to this seven-year period, but the 
fact that he indicated these things would happen during “this 
generation” Matthew 24:34) persuades most interpreters that 
he was really prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 
70.          
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